Pennsylvania Music Educators Association – District 12
Annual Fall In-Service Conference
Tuesday, November 5, 2019
7:15 AM-3:00 PM
Great Valley Middle School
255 Phoenixville Pike
Malvern, PA 19355
7:15 AM-8:00 AM

Check-In/Continental Breakfast

8:00 AM-9:10 AM

Welcome/Opening Remarks
Justin McAdams, PMEA District 12 President
General Session I
Keynote Address
Making the Difference
Robert Morrison
CEO, Quadrant Research

9:20 AM-10:10 AM

Session One
Appreciating Music Appreciation
Elementary/Middle School Choral Reading Session
All Things Strings! Tips and Tricks
Troubleshooting Oboes—Tuning, Reeds, and More
Google Tools for Music Educators
Teaching Relevant Aural Skills Across the Music Curriculum
PDE's Online Professional Learning Community for Music Educators
Interviewing 101: What to Expect and How to Leave a Good Impression

10:20 AM-11:10 AM

Session Two
A Cognitive Approach to Music Education Using the Kodály Method of the 21st Century
Choral Speed Exchange: Stimulating Thoughts and Exchanging Ideas for the Secondary Choral Classroom
Add Bells and Stir!
How to (Legally!) Arrange Pop Music for Band, Orchestra and Chorus
Middle/Elementary School Band Literature Reading Session
Set-up and Tuning of the Drumkit
Gender Identity and LGBTQ+ Advocacy in the Modern Classroom
Fulfilling Your Wish List: How Title IV Can Help!

11:20 AM-12:10 PM

Session Three
I've Got the 12-Bar Blues - Building Improvisation in the Elementary Music Classroom
Why Modern Band?
Vocal Transformation for Your Choir
String Orchestra Reading Session
A Buyer's Guide to Band Instruments
FREE STUFF! Open Education Resources (OER) for Music Educators
Young Person’s Guide to Teaching – Music Education Boot Camp!
Educating Students with Special Needs: Making Composition Accessible

12:15 PM-1:00 PM

LUNCH

1:00 PM-1:30 PM

General Session II
Show Me The Money For Music Education!
Mark Despotakis, PMEA Advocacy Council Chair, Director of Market Development, Progressive Music
Dr. Dorie Martin-Pitone, Director of Teaching and Learning, Marple Newtown School District

1:40 PM-2:30 PM

Session Four
UBUNTU! Learn South African Music Like a South African
Front-Loading Your Choral Rehearsal: Constructing for Success
Creative Programming for High School Choirs
Moving the Middle School Orchestra: The Tactical and Practical Guide to Success
High School Concert Band Reading Session
Cuban Cha-Cha-Chá: Applications for Music Education in the United States
Yoga Techniques for Musicians
Student Teaching - A Q&A Panel for Preservice Educators

2:40 PM-3:00 PM

Check-Out

Workshop Descriptions
(in Session Order)

Appreciating Music Appreciation

Dr. Anthony Mosakowski
Villa Maria Academy High School
During this session, the presenter will share details of his music appreciation curriculum that has been
developed over the course of several years. In this curriculum, students are introduced to the elements of
music through the exploration of examples from different styles, cultures, and eras. Emphasis is placed on
gaining an understanding of music through engaged and informed listening.
Elementary/Middle School Choral Reading Session

Dr. Joy Hirokawa
Retired/Moravian College

This session will present a wide variety of choral music appropriate for elementary and middle level choirs.
All Things Strings! Tips and Tricks

Dr. Elizabeth Guerriero
Rowan University

Bring at instrument! This highly interactive session will highlight best tips and tricks for setting up beginners,
intermediate students, including teaching vibrato and shifting, and advanced techniques! Be ready to share
new ideas!
Troubleshooting Oboes—Tuning, Reeds, and More

Dr. Merideth Hite Estevez
University of Delaware

Join Juilliard graduate and Assistant Professor of Oboe at University of Delaware, Dr. Merideth Hite Estevez,
to troubleshoot common issues that come along with the most persnickety of instruments! Receive
information on where to buy handmade reeds, instrument maintenance particular to oboe, how to help
oboists play better in tune, starting beginners, and more!
Google Tools for Music Educators

Susan Basalik
Methacton School District
Has your school adopted Chromebooks as its primary technology? Need more knowledge about how Google
and Chrome can enhance your students' learning experiences? Learn how Google and Chrome and associated
apps, extensions, and add-ons can be easily added to your educational toolbox.
Teaching Relevant Aural Skills Across
Dr. Nathan Buonviri
the Music Curriculum
Temple University
Aural skills are a crucial component of students’ overall musicianship. The activities in this session will help all
students use their ears effectively in ways relevant to their musical lives across the curriculum and beyond
school walls.
PDE's Online Professional Learning Community for
Music Educators

O David Deitz
PDE

The Standards Aligned System (SAS) has a professional learning community with lots of useful tools for music
educators. Come explore the Arts and Humanities PLC!

Interviewing 101: What to Expect and How to Leave a Good
Impression

Teri Myers
Altoona Area School District
Susan Basalik
Methacton School District
Dr. John V. D'Ascenzo
Gwynedd Mercy University
Sam Fisher
Middletown Area School District

PMEA Mentors will discuss interview strategies; before, during, and after.
A Cognitive Approach to Music Education Using the
Kodály Method of the 21st Century

Dr. Laura Petravage
Anne Stuart
Millersville University
This session explores the multiple dimensions of musicianship, addressing the cognitive process of learning in
a “sound to symbol” approach to literacy and performance via the Kodály Method of the 21st century. The
presenters will provide activities for use within structured lesson plans to address the cognitive, associative,
and assimilative (whole brain) phases of learning within the Kodály Method. This approach and instruction is
appropriate for the K-12 educator; attendees will experience the cognitive process of learning through
participation in kinesthetic, aural, and visual examples.
Choral Speed Exchange: Stimulating Thoughts and Exchanging
Ideas for the Secondary Choral Classroom

Hannah Knauss
Interboro School District
Dr. Marci Major
West Chester University of Pennsylvania

This session allows a space for conference participants to learn pedagogical gems from their colleagues.
Designed like a research poster session, all participants will have opportunity to mingle and discuss important
topics to choral music education such as repertoire, classroom management, and sight reading.
Add Bells and Stir!

Linda Lorgus
J.W. Pepper & Son

A hands-on workshop demonstrating creative yet simple ways to add handbells or chimes to the classroom or
concert. Incorporating them into your existing lesson plans is easy and builds confidence in your students. For
elementary and secondary teachers, whether or not you are currently using bells/chimes, have a set stored in
a closed somewhere or would like to find out how to get a set. A resource list will be provided, along with a
free shipping coupon for J.W. Pepper, handed out at the end of the session.
How to (Legally!) Arrange Pop Music for
Clifford Hall
Band, Orchestra and Chorus
Owen J. Roberts School District
Did you know you can economically and legally cover "Baby Shark" without worrying your school district will
get sued? For years, educators (even the founder of Hal Leonard) have arranged pop tunes for band, chorus,
or orchestra illegally. Explore different licensing options as you learn both the history and new developments
in the publishing world. A string ensemble will play fully licensed arrangements of Toto's "Africa" and Ozzy
Osbourne's "Crazy Train" as you are guided through the process from the initial flash of inspiration to the
concert stage.

Middle/Elementary School Band Literature Reading Session

Adam Search
Great Valley School District
Let's read some band charts! Bring your instrument and we'll read through some concert band music in hopes
of sending you home with names of a few pieces to add to your school library. The focus for this session will
be middle school concert band which could also work with upper level elementary, easier high school or even
part of you high school sight reading library. We'll read a mix of brand new works and a few "chestnuts" I've
picked up along the way. Finally, let's allow some time for discussion about the pieces and any ideas you'd
like to share. I look forward to seeing you at the session, making some music and getting some fresh
repertoire ideas.
Marc Dicciani
Set-up and Tuning of the Drumkit
University of the Arts
This session will cover functional and proper set-up and musical tuning of a drumkit.
Gender Identity and LGBTQ+ Advocacy in the
Jon Timmons
Modern Classroom
Hatboro-Horsham School District
This seminar will engage educators in a dialogue surrounding the evolving concepts of gender and gender
identity in addition to exploring trends and best practices for creating an inclusive environment for LGBTQ+
students (and each other).
Fulfilling Your Wish List: How Title IV Can Help!

Heather Egan
Interboro School District

Teachers will learn what Title IV funds are, how to access them and how to persuade their district to spend
funds on music education.
I've Got the 12-Bar Blues - Building Improvisation
Eileen Keller
in the Elementary Music Classroom
Renaissance Academy Charter School
Through poetry, music-drama games, and melodic and rhythmic examples, participants will explore
techniques for incorporating improvisation into their classrooms, K-6. Through the use of barred instruments
(xylophone and metallophone), participants will also learn and perform a 12-Bar Blues in E unit of study to
utilize with their older students in grades 4-6. Be ready to make and create something new together!
Why Modern Band?

Henry Pearlberg
Wallingford Swarthmore School District
Scott Cullen
Octorara Area School District

An introduction to the Modern Band movement in our schools. How to make it a part of your music program,
elementary through high school.
Front-Loading Your Choral Rehearsal:
Constructing for Success

Christine Bass
Retired/Temple University

Why are choral directors often frustrated by trying to ‘fix’ problems right before the concert? Those
problems occur because of how one initially approaches teaching the piece. Why are we often frustrated by
trying to ‘fix’ problems right before the concert? It has to do with how we initially approached the piece. How
can you build in the elements for performance of a piece from the very first rehearsal? What techniques can
you use to equip your singers to execute the repertoire with understanding, beauty, excellence and passion?
What elements and in what order, will bring the results you want? The initial approach to a piece makes a
huge difference in the final performance. Front-Loading will revolutionize your choral rehearsals and your
final results. You will develop metacognitive singers who take more initiative for their own music making
process, giving your singers the tools to make musical decisions and ‘own’ their music. Hands on examples
using specific repertoire will provide participants experience with Front-Loading. Repertoire will be provided
to all those in attendance and will include exceptional selections from Hal Leonard Corporation, G. Schirmer,
and Boosey & Hawkes.

String Orchestra Reading Session

Katrina Kelly
West Chester Area School District
Come read string orchestra music with your colleagues. Standards as well as newer pieces at all grade levels
will be explored.
A Buyer's Guide to Band Instruments

John Kirkner
Keystone Music Repair

When considering the purchase of a new or used woodwind or brass instrument for your program,
considerations include up-front cost, durability, suitability, and more. We’ll pick apart the myriad of
instrument design options and mercurial marketing jargon to equip you to make an informed decision based
on those criteria.
FREE STUFF! Open Education Resources (OER)
for Music Educators

Dr. Steve Selfridge
Garnet Valley School District

The term Open Educational Resources is defined as “teaching, learning and research materials in any
medium, digital or otherwise, that reside in the public domain or have been released under an open license
that permits no-cost access, use, adaptation and redistribution by others with no or limited restrictions”
(definition courtesy of the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation). In other words, FREE STUFF that people
create and share with the world for others to use and adapt freely. In this workshop, we will learn a bit of
the background behind this new movement in education, how you can access the many free resources that
you can use in your teaching, and even how you can create and share your own resources under the Creative
Commons license.
Young Person's Guide to Teaching –
Dr. M. Greg Martin
West Chester University
Music Education Boot Camp!
Clinician will explore methods and materials that young teachers can utilize to incorporate a comprehensive
music education curriculum into their ensemble classes.
Educating Students with Special Needs:
Making Composition Accessible

Angela Guerriero
West Chester Univ./Tempo! Music Therapy

The music educator can engage all students in music classrooms in meaningful ways, including composition.
Students with IEPs can feel comfortable expressing themselves musically, generating original ideas. This
session will offer several examples from the presenters’ experience and steps on how to make composition
accessible for all students.
UBUNTU!
Steven Fisher
Learn South African Music Like a South African
Commonwealth Youthchoirs
Participants will learn a South African song the way South Africans learn them - in the spirit of "ubuntu!"
Using a unique approach that bridges the western way of learning music with the South African tradition of
learning by rote, teachers will leave with a new song and tools to teach them to their own choirs. Written
music will be available at the end of the session.
Vocal Transformation for Your Choir

Christine Bass
Retired/Temple University
Practical ways to build your choir’s sound and strengthen individual singers while achieving better choral
tone and artistry. Hands on techniques for posture, breathing, support, resonance, and articulation.
Participants will engage in problem solving many common choral issues within the rehearsal. A tested, tried
and true ‘bag of tricks’ that will enable you as an exciting vocal pedagogue and transform your singers.
Participants will apply these new techniques to repertoire provided to all which will include exceptional
selections from Hal Leonard Corporation, G. Schirmer, and Boosey & Hawkes.

Creative Programming for High School Choirs

Peter Solecki
Cecil County Public Schools
Programming a concert does not always receive the attention it deserves. This session will focus on
repertoire selection as well as cohesively creating programs that not only work for your singers' varying levels
of musicianship but also creates a positive experience for conductor, singer, and audience. Concrete
program examples will given to attendees.
Moving the Middle School Orchestra:
The Tactical and Practical Guide to Success

Susan Basalik
Methacton School District

The calendar says that your elementary orchestra members are chronologically ready for middle school
orchestra, but are they really ready to move forward? Learn some practical and tactical strategies to help
your students cross the bridge to a successful middle school orchestra experience.
High School Concert Band Reading Session

Adam Gumble
West Chester University

Participants will be exposed to a variety of Wind Band repertoire through its actual performance. (Bring your
instruments!)
Cuban Cha-Cha-Chá: Applications for Music Education
in the United States

Jeff Torchon
Temple University

One of the most distinctive musical genres that originated in Cuba over the past century is cha-cha-chá, which
is attributed to Enrique Jorrín during the 1950s. The popularity of this music has grown considerably since its
genesis, as evidenced by the vast array of repertoire, the multitude of bands performing it, and its prevalence
in popular culture. This session explores the history and musical elements of cha-cha-chá and the importance
of cha-cha-chá in music education in the United States. Participants will leave the session with a clear
understanding of the cha-cha-chá and how it can be brought back to their own music classroom to engage
students in learning about other cultures.
Yoga Techniques for Musicians

Wendy Keslick
In Harmony Massage & Yoga!
During this session we will be utilizing Yoga breathing and poses that can be done in a chair and standing.
Teachers and their student musicians could utilize these techniques for posture, breath control and deep
breathing for singing and playing wind instruments, and as a means of focus and a way to engage in
mindfulness.
Student Teaching - A Q&A Panel
for Preservice Educators

Justin McAdams
Phoenixville Area School District
Dr. M. Greg Martin
West Chester University

This session will be a panel discussion geared specifically for college students who will be heading into
student teaching placements. Information on what to prepare for, challenges, and real life experiences with
co-op teachers will be presented to help give pre-service teachers the best possible experience.

PMEA District 12
would like to give
A HUGE Thank You to

Zeswitz Music

for providing

Mr. Robert Morrison
as the Keynote Speaker for our
2019 Fall In-Service Conference!

About Our Keynote Speaker
Mr. Robert Morrison
Robert B. Morrison is Founder and CEO of Quadrant Research, a leading education research organization where he has created a
deep body of research and policy work. Mr. Morrison is recognized as a pioneer in statewide arts education status and condition
research. He served as the managing partner for the groundbreaking New Jersey Arts Education Census Project, completing the
first statewide census for arts education in every school building. This work has been hailed as a model for statewide arts
education research. Mr. Morrison has led similar research projects as director of the ground breaking national Arts Education
Data Project for the states including of Arizona, California, Colorado, District of Columbia, Michigan, Minnesota, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma Tennessee and Wisconsin. These efforts have directly
impacted millions of students. Mr. Morrison also serves as the director of Arts Ed NJ, the statewide arts education advocacy
organization responsible for the advancement of arts education for all New Jersey students.
Mr. Morrison is also the founder of Music for All, was the first CEO of the VH1 Save the Music Foundation and helped create
the Mr. Holland's Opus Foundation. Mr. Morrison is recognized for his work add the arts as a core subject to the nation's
education goals in 1994.
Mr. Morrison's advocacy work has earned him both an EMMY and a Peabody Award, the New Jersey Governor's Award for
Arts Education, and he received an honorary doctorate degree from the State University of New York. He is a member of the
Drum Corps International Hall of Fame and the Phoenixville Area School District Wall of Fame.

Keynote Address
Making the Difference
Nationally renowned music and arts education advocate Bob Morrison will share the lessons learned from his 30 years of
experience including a timeline of arts education advocacy in the United States. The lessons learned will cover proactive steps
any music educator may take to support their own program.

CLICK HERE to access the form and register!
Reminders:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Online PRE-Registration is strongly encouraged.
School district checks or personal checks are preferred. However, purchase
orders can be arranged through Hannah Knauss at secretary@pmea12.org.
Registration Deadline is October 14, 2019.
Professional Personnel Number is required for Act 48 credit.
For limited sessions, PMEA members will be scheduled first; if there is any
room, non-members will be scheduled in order of receipt of registration.
All sessions are strictly first come, first served. Please select an alternate
session for each session or one will be chosen for you.
Please share this information with any non-members in your school district.
If you have any questions regarding scheduling, email Shawn Lee at
lees@pasd.com. Other questions can be directed to Maryellen Byrne at
mbyrne@gvsd.org.

Registration Information
Checks must be in the exact amount. Continental Breakfast and Lunch is included.
Registration Fees:

PMEA Member
Retired Member
Non-Member

$35.00
$15.00
$70.00

PCMEA members
Student Teachers

$15.00
$15.00

Please make checks payable to “PMEA District 12.” Include invoice (located on the next
page) with your payment and send in postmarked by Monday, October 14 to:
Hannah Knauss
c/o Interboro High School
500 16th Avenue
Prospect Park, PA 19076
A receipt will be provided for you at the conference in your registration packet.

PMEA District 12

Hannah Knauss, Secretary/Treasurer
E-Mail: Hannah.Knauss@interborosd.org

Fall In-service Registration Invoice
School District/University Name:

Registrant’s Name(s):

Quantity: Registration Type:

Cost:

Total Cost:

_______

Active PMEA Member

x $35

$__________

_______

Retired PMEA Member x $15

$__________

_______

Non-PMEA Member

x $70

$__________

_______

PCMEA Member

x $15

$__________

_______

Student Teacher

x $15

$__________

_______

Clinician

x $0

$__________

_______

D12 Board Member

x $0

$__________

Total Cost: $__________

Notes:
Please Make Check Payable to:
PMEA District 12
Send Payment to:
Interboro High School
ATTN: Hannah Knauss
500 16th Avenue
Prospect Park, PA 19076

For Treasurer only:

Date Received: ________________
Check# _____ _____________
Deposit #:___ _________

